
JONESBOROUGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
May 28, 2023 Pentecost 11:00 AM 
Worship Leader:      Rev. Allen Huff 
Liturgist:  Eva Garst 
Children, Youth & Family Director:  Jane Wasem 
Music Director: Cherry Smith  Pianist: Jeri Paolini 

Special Music: Jill Sauceman, soloist; Allen Huff & Shirley Ratliff, duet 
Audio/Video Operators: Bill Reese, Chris Rouse 
Greeters: Debra & Tom White and Donna Hansen 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

Pre-Service Music                      “As the Wind Song”             GTG #292 
 
Welcome, Announcements                          Eva Garst 
 
Prelude:   “I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing”        Spiritual 
 
*Call to Worship                                               Eva Garst  
Wind of God, who awakened creation and stirred dry bones to life— 
Sweep through this space and enliven our worship. 
Wind of God, who descended as tongues of flame and gave birth to the church— 
Sweep through this space and ignite our hearts. 
Wind of God, who guides our ministry and equips us for service— 
Sweep through this space and empower our witness. 
l to Worship:  
*Hymn #292 (GTG)              “As the Wind Song”   
 

As the wind song through the trees, 
as the stirring of the breeze, 
so it is with the Spirit of God, 

as the heart made strangely warm, 
as the voice within the storm, 
so it is with the Spirit of God. 

Never seen, ever known 
where this wind has blown 

bringing life, bringing power to the world, 
as the dancing tongues of fire, 
as the soul’s most deep desire, 

so it is with the Spirit of God. 
 

As the rainbow after rain, 
as the hope that’s born again, 
so it is with the Spirit of God, 

as the green in the spring, 
as a kite on a string, 

so it is with the Spirit of God, 
making worlds that are new, 



making peace come true, 
bringing gifts, bringing love to the world, 

as the rising of the yeast, 
as the wine at the feast, 

so it is with the Spirit of God.  
 
 
Prayer of Confession                               Eva Garst    
Spirit of the Living God, we rejoice in the gifts you have given us. 
Yet, we confess, we do not always use them to glorify you. 
For using the gifts of your Spirit for selfish gain instead of using them for the common 
good, forgive us, O God. 
For underestimating ourselves, and not trusting that you are behind and within 
our gifts, forgive us, O God. 
For believing some gifts to be more important than others, forgive us, O God. 
Spirit of the Living God, melt us, mold us, fill us again with your power and use 
us for your work so that our lives may glorify you. 

(Silent prayer may follow.) 
 

 
Assurance of Pardon: 
Through Jesus, God proclaims that grace and forgiveness are God’s will for us. 
We are members of the beloved creation which is being redeemed in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Friends, know that in Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
*Sung Response #288 (GTG)           (Sing 2x) 

“Spirit of the Living God” 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
Children’s Sermon              Rev. Allen Huff 
 
Anthem             “Peace be Still/Let There Be Peace”                                     
 
Prayers of the People  
 
Hymn #291 (GTG)    “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 
 

Refrain 
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, 
wind, wind on the sea. 

 



You moved on the waters; 
you called to the deep; 

then you coaxed up the mountains 
from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons 
you called to each thing, 

“Awake from your slumbers 
and rise on your wings.” 

 
Refrain 

 
You swept through the desert; 

you stung with the sand; 
and you goaded your people 

with a law and a land. 
When they were confounded 

with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets 

to open their eyes. 
 

Refrain 
 

You sang in a stable; 
you cried from a hill; 

then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world was still. 

And down in the city, 
you called once again 

when you blew through your people 
on the rush of the wind. 

 
Refrain 

 
You call from tomorrow; 

you break ancient schemes; 
from the bondage of sorrow 
the captives dream dreams. 

Our women see visions; 
our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions 

your people arise. 
 

Refrain 
 

THE WORD 
 

Scripture:                         Genesis 1:1-5 (OT, CEB)  
 



World’s creation in seven days 

1 When God began to create[a] the heavens and the earth— 2 the earth was without 
shape or form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the 
waters— 3 God said, “Let there be light.” And so light appeared. 4 God saw how good 
the light was. God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God named the light Day and 
the darkness Night. 

There was evening and there was morning: the first day. 

 
Acts 2:1-18 (NT, CEB) 

Pentecost 

2 When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of 
them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages 
as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

5 There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When 
they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard 
them speaking in their native languages. 7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, 
“Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, every one of them? 8 How then 
can each of us hear them speaking in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and 
Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and 
visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs—we 
hear them declaring the mighty works of God in our own languages!” 12 They were all 
surprised and bewildered. Some asked each other, “What does this mean?” 13 Others 
jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new wine!” 

14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, 
“Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my 
words! 15 These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the 
morning! 16 Rather, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17 In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young will see visions. 
    Your elders will dream dreams. 
18     Even upon my servants, men and women, 
        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
        and they will prophesy. 
 
Sermon                              Rev. Allen Huff 



 
*Affirmation of Faith:      From A Declaration of Faith 

 
By the Spirit, 

God raised up leaders and prophets in Israel. 
By the Spirit, 

Jesus was conceived, baptized, and empowered. 
By the Spirit, 

the risen Christ is present with his church. 
We affirm that 

the Holy Spirit is the Lord 
and Giver of life, 

the Renewer and Perfecter 
of God’s people, 

the One who makes real in us 
what God has done for us. 

This same Holy Spirit makes us able 
to respond in faith to the gospel 

and leads us into the Christian community. 
The Spirit brings us out of death into life, 

out of separation into fellowship. 
We affirm the richness and variety 

in God's being and work. 
In his eternal being and in all his activity, 

the one God is always and at the same time 
the Father, 
the Son, 

and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
Offertory                                       “Windsong”                                        John Denver 
 
*Doxology #606 (GTG) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn #280 (GTG)          “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us” 
 

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; 
come with Pentecostal power; 



give the church a stronger vision; 
help us ace each crucial hour. 
Built upon a firm foundation, 

Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, 
still the church is called to mission 

that God’s love shall be made known. 
 

We would raise our alleluias 
for the grace of yesteryears; 

for tomorrow’s unknown pathway, 
hear, O Lord, our humble prayers. 

In the church’s pilgrim journey 
you have led us all the way; 

still in presence move before us, 
fire by night and cloud by day. 

 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; 
give us words of fire and flame. 

Help our feeble lips to praise you, 
glorify your holy name. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Three in One: what mystery! 

We would sing our loud hosannas 
now and through eternity. 

 
SENDING 

 
*Benediction                                         

 
*Postlude:                     “We Will Go Our With Joy in the Spirit”        GTG #539 

 
 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.  
 
 

Reminders: If you are unable to come to the church, please send all tithes and 
offerings through the mail to the church mailing address (PO Box 383) and not to 

the treasurer. Thank You! 
 

Thinking of those who have made the ultimate sacrifice with gratitude & praying 
for their families.  

Sanctuary flowers today are given by Ruth Verhegge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 21, 2023 
Attendance      Offering 

In-Person   88   Collections  $  1,242.00 
Facebook Live Stream 15   Broyles SS Class $       15.00 
Drive-In   0   Other Designations $     393.56 
Sunday School  42   Total               $ 1,650.56 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements & Community Events:  
 
Welcome to all who are visiting with us at Jonesborough Presbyterian Church! More 
information about our congregation and ministry can be found at www.jpcusa.org. 
 

Jonesborough Area Ministerial Association (JAMA): For the rest of 2023, JAMA Food 
Pantry Item of the Month is YOUR favorite food item. If you have a recipe that the item can 
be used for, tape it to the item and it will be handed out with your donated item, along with 
other items from the recipe (if we have them). Donated items can be placed into the blue 
bins in Fellowship Hall. Your continued support of those in our community who are food 
insecure is greatly appreciated! 
 

Upcoming Book Study: Our next book study will begin on Monday, June 5th. The book is 
Cynthia Bourgeault’s The Wisdom Jesus: Transforming Heart and Mind – A New 
Perspective on Jesus and His Message. We’ll meet Mondays (in-person) at 6 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. If anyone wants to join via Zoom, please let Pastor Allen know & he will set 
that up. Jane Wasem will offer the children’s option two Sundays in June (19th & 26th); the 
other two Sundays will be RSVP for childcare.  
 

May Office Closures:  The office will be closed on Monday, May 29th in observance of 
Memorial Day. 
 

VBS Save the Date: Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday evenings from 5p-7p 
beginning July 23 through August 13. More information to come! 
 

Save the Date: The church picnic will be held on Sunday, August 20th, 2023 and hosted by 
the Saylor Family. More information to come closer to date. 
 

This Week’s Calendar of Events 
Sunday   9:45 am  Sunday School 

11:00 am  Worship 
 Monday   OFFICE CLOSED – Memorial Day Observance 
 Wednesday   5:00 pm  Handbells 
     6:30 pm  Choir 
 Saturday 10:00 am  Shalom Circle 
  

May Elder on Call:  Ruth Verhegge 
May Counters:  Gary Burkett & Kathie Dameron 
 

Ministry Teams & Ruling Elders: 
Administration – Gary Burkett 

Christian Education – Mark McCalman 
Congregational Life & Membership – Phyllis Cash & Kathie 

Dameron 
Missions – Karen Childress 

Property & Safety – Doug Hillmuth 
Stewardship & Finance – Andy Andrews 
Worship – Eva Garst & Ruth Verhegge 

Clerk of Session – Bill Reese 
 


